
ICJ ARTICLE IV and the 
RUNAWAY AMENDMENT – PROCESS 

 
THE NON-VOLUNTARY RETURN OF 

NON-DELINQUENT RUNAWAYS 

1. Juvenile runs away to another state. 

2. Juvenile is picked up by police. 

3. Police turn juvenile over to juvenile authorities. 

4. Juvenile authorities take juvenile before the juvenile judge to advise of his/her 
rights and to have ICJ Form III, Consent for Voluntary Return by Runaway, 
Escapee or Absconder, signed. 

5. Juvenile refuses to sign form. 

6. The holding state’s ICJ Office is notified by the juvenile court worker.  The home 
state’s ICJ Office is notified by holding state’s ICJ Office.  (Rule 6-102)  

7. The home state’s ICJ Office notifies the parent/legal guardian/agency of 
juvenile’s refusal to sign and the option to file ICJ Form A, Petition for Requisition 
to Return a Runaway Juvenile, with the juvenile court in the home county.  The 
parent/legal guardian/agency is also advised that the Petition must be 
accompanied by certified, true copies of documents that show entitlement to 
juvenile (i.e., birth certificate, letters of guardianship, custody decree).  The home 
state’s ICJ Office should also involve the local court for their assistance in filling 
out paperwork and bringing the case before the court.  (Two Petitions with 
original signatures and notarized Affidavits are accompanied by two sets of 
certified supporting documents.)  

8. The ICJ Form A, an optional form, is filed in the home county’s juvenile court 
along with certified supporting documents. 

9. The juvenile judge in the home county determines if:  the petitioner is entitled to 
the legal custody of the juvenile, the juvenile ran away without consent, the 
juvenile is an emancipated minor, and it is in the best interest of the juvenile to 
compel his/her return to the state. 

10. If the judge determines that the juvenile should be returned, s/he will sign ICJ 
Form I, Requisition For Runaway Juvenile. (A juvenile court worker usually 
prepares the requisition in advance.) The requisition is addressed to the juvenile 
judge in the holding/asylum state and advises that the home court has 
determined that the juvenile has run away without the consent of the 
parent/guardian/agency and it is in the best interest and protection of the juvenile 
for him/her to be returned. 

11. The home court may issue a requisition for the return of such juvenile upon its 
own motion if there is a proceeding pending in the court for the adjudication of 
the juvenile as delinquent, neglected, or dependent at the time when juvenile ran 
away. 
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12. Under this article, a runaway may be held up to 90 days pending receipt of a 
requisition from the home state.  (Also see Rule 6-113.4) 

or: (If the juvenile is not in custody, but his/her whereabouts are known, the 
requisition will state the location of juvenile. The judge in the asylum state will 
issue an order for the juvenile to be brought into custody. Steps 10-14 will also 
occur in this situation.) 

13. The court worker or the parent/guardian/agency forwards three packets of the 
requisition, petition, and certified documents to the home state’s ICJ Office.  Two 
of the packets must have requisitions and petitions with original signatures and 
certified documents. 

14. The home state’s ICJ Office forwards one complete set of the original requisition, 
original petition with affidavit and certified documents and one copy of the 
requisition and certified documents to the holding/asylum state’s ICJ Office.  One 
complete set of the original packet is maintained in the home state’s ICJ Office. 

Optional Steps 

15. The holding/asylum state’s ICJ Office completes a Petition for Hearing on 
Requisition for Runaway Juvenile.  (This Petition will ensure that the case will be 
recorded in the county/parish clerk’s office.) 

16. The holding/asylum state’s ICJ Office forwards the Petition for Hearing with the 
original requisition, certified documents, and a blank Order Setting Hearing form to 
the juvenile court in the holding/asylum jurisdiction. 

17. Judge orders juvenile picked up, if juvenile is not in custody. 

18. Judge informs juvenile of the demand made for his/her return. 

19. Judge may appoint counsel or guardian ad litem for juvenile. 

20. The court sets a hearing date if applicable.  The court then returns a copy of the 
Order for Hearing form to the holding/asylum state’s ICJ Office, if applicable.  (The 
Order Setting Hearing will have the court case number filled in.) 

21. Case is taken into court in the holding state. 

22. If paperwork is deemed to be in order by the court, juvenile is ordered to return to 
home state.   

23. If the judge does not honor the requisition or does not deem it to be in order, the 
demanding state shall be notified by the holding state with an explanation why the 
ruling was made.  The holding state may seek legal counsel’s opinion and 
assistance in resolving the issue. 

24. The home state’s ICJ Office is responsible for the costs of transportation, for 
making transportation arrangements and for the return of juveniles within five (5) 
working days of being notified by the holding state’s ICJ Office that the juvenile’s 
due process rights have been met.  (Rule 6-109.1)  

RUNAWAY AMENDMENT 

1. The Runaway Amendment is binding only between those states, which have 
executed the same.  All provisions of Articles IV and VI apply. 
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2. Due process shall be afforded to juveniles who are returned pursuant to this 
amendment/article.  The home states’ ICJ Office shall initiate the requisition 
process when juveniles refuse to voluntarily return, and parents refuse to initiate 
the requisition process.  (Rule 6-106.3) 

  

Also see Rules: 

6-110 Public Safety  

6-111 Charges Pending in Holding/Receiving States  

6-112 Warrants  

6-113 Detention  

6-114 Air Transportation  

6-115 Airport Supervision 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AJCA Policy and Procedure Manual 3.26 January 2007 

 



 
           INTERSTATE COMPACT ON JUVENILES 

     PETITION FOR REQUISITION TO RETURN A RUNAWAY JUVENILE 
 
 
FORM A - OPTIONAL         FORM A 
 
 
I, Dave Matthews being the Father of 
                  (Name of Parent or Guardian)                  (Relationship) 
 
Sue Matthews born on 1-13-88  B/F 
                 (Name of Juvenile)                         (Date of Birth)        (Race/Sex) 
 
do hereby petition The Dallas County Juvenile Court for the issuance of a requisition for the return of said 
                (Name of Court) 
juvenile from Albuquerque, New Mexico or any other place in which he/she may be found. 
                     (Location of juvenile, if known) 
By reason of said juvenile’s age, such return is essential.  (Attach additional information if necessary.)  In support of this petition and in 
order that the court may have necessary information pursuant to Article IV of the Interstate Compact on Juveniles, be it known that said 
juvenile should legally be in my custody and control for the reasons set forth on the attached document(s).  To the best of my 
knowledge, said juvenile has not been adjudicated delinquent, but has run away under the following circumstances and/or for the 
following reasons: 
 
On 2-13-04, Sue ran away from home because she and I had an argument about her behavior, staying out past curfew, and her adult 
male boyfriend.  On 3-1-04, I was notified that Sue was detained on the runaway report I had filed. 
 
 
Attached hereto and in support hereof, I offer the following: 
Certified copies of the divorce decree and birth certificate. 
 
 
 
I have read the foregoing Petition and the contents of said Petition are true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 
 

Signed: /s/  3/2/04 
                        (Parent or Guardian)     (Date) 
  

Address: 1369 Pillsbury Lane, Dallas, TX  75207 
 
(It is essential that the above petition be “verified by affidavit” and that certain things be done in accordance with the 
provisions of Article IV of the Compact, which should be reviewed before preparing this form.) 

AFFIDAVIT OF VERIFICATION 
 
On this 2nd day of March , 2004 personally appeared before me Dave Matthews 
proved to me on the basis of satisfactory evidence to be the person whose name is subscribed to this instrument and acknowledged 
that  he    she executed the same. 
 
Subscribed and sworn to before me on this 2nd day of March , 2004 
 
 
      _/s/_______________________________________________________ 
      NOTARY PUBLIC 
 
      Residing at: ____Dallas County, Texas _________________________ 
 
      My Commission expires: _______6/15/04________________________ 
 
 
This is the official ICJ Form A as approved by AJCA in August 2000.  No state or other governmental entity party to the Interstate Compact on Juveniles 
may change, alter or otherwise modify any form that has been approved and adopted for use by the Association of Juvenile Compact Administrators.  
No other form may be substituted.  (See Rule 3-103: Revision/Modification of Forms) 
 
ICJ FORM A                            REVISED JANUARY 2007 
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INTERSTATE COMPACT ON JUVENILES 
REQUISITION FOR RUNAWAY JUVENILE 

 
 
 
FORM I        

  FORM I 
 
 
TO:  The Honorable Thomas Hall, Bernalillo County Juvenile Court  DATE: March 5, 2004 
   (Court or Executive Authority in Holding State) 
 
FROM: Judge Mary Smith, Dallas County Juvenile Court 
  (Requisitioning Court or Agency in Demanding State) 
 
This court hereby requisitions the return of Sue Matthews in accordance with the provisions 
                               (Name of Juvenile) 

of the Interstate Compact on Juveniles.  (Additional information to be attached if available.)  On the basis of the evidence before it, this 

court finds said juvenile to be 16 years of age and to be of the following description:   

 

Race: Black Sex: F Ht.: 5’01” Wt.: 101 Eyes: Brown Hair: Black DOB: 01-13-88 
 

Other distinguishing features: n/a 
 
Juvenile is believed to be in your jurisdiction at: Bernalillo County Juvenile Detention Center 
          (Address) 
 
      
 
This court further finds said juvenile should legally be in the custody of Dave Matthews who 
 
is/are the father and who is/are located at 1369 Pillsbury Lane, Dallas, Texas 75207 
         (Parent, Guardian or Agency)                 (Address) 
 
within the territorial jurisdiction of this court; that said juvenile has run away; and that said juvenile’s continued absence from legal 

custody and control is detrimental to the best interest of said juvenile and the public. 

 
 
If Requisition is honored, please notify: Daryl Liedecke, Extradiction Specialist, Texas ICJ Office, 6400 US Highway 290 East #202, 

Austin, Texas 78723 (212) 533-2715 
        (Name, title, address, telephone #) 
 
advising when juvenile will be available for transporting to the state of jurisdiction. 
 
 
 Signed:    /s/ Mary Smith       March 5, 2004   
      (Judge)        (Date) 
 
 
 
 
 
The above form is to be certified or authenticated with practice of executing court (Interstate Compact on Juveniles Art. IV). 
 
 
This is the official ICJ Form I as approved by AJCA in August 2003.  No state or other governmental entity party to the Interstate Compact on Juveniles 
may change, alter or otherwise modify any form that has been approved and adopted for use by the Association of Juvenile Compact Administrators.  
No other form may be substituted.  (See Rule 3-103: Revision/Modification of Forms) 
 
ICJ FORM I             REVISED JANUARY 2007 
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NO.         
STATE OF New Mexico § COURT OF  7th District 
COUNTY OF Bernalillo §  
IN THE MATTER OF Sue Matthews §   
       §   
D.O.B. 01-13-1988  §   

 
              

PETITION FOR HEARING ON REQUISITION FOR  
RUNAWAY JUVENILE 

 
TO THE HONORABLE  Thomas Hall:  
     NOW COMES the State of  New Mexico by and through the Compact Administrator  
  (holding/asylum state)   
and moves this Court to set a hearing and enter an order for the apprehension and confinement of 
     

Sue Matthews pending his/her transfer to  Texas pursuant to 
(name of juvenile)  (home state)  

Article IV of the Interstate Compact on Juveniles (“ICJ”), and the NMSA 32A-10-A, and 
 (holding/asylum state’s statute)  
would show as follows: 
 

I. 
 

JURISDICTION AND VENUE 

     This Petition for Hearing seeks the apprehension and confinement pending transfer of 

Sue Matthews to  Texas, pursuant to Article IV of the Interstate Compact  
(name of juvenile)  (home state)   

on Juveniles (“ICJ”), the  NMSA 32A-10-A, and Rule § 1546 Chapter 4 
  (holding/asylum state’s statute)   
of the Administrative Code,  NMAC 4795 if applicable.  The State by this Petition seeks the entry 
                                   (holding/asylum state’s administrative code)  
of a Court Order finding in favor of the Requisition for Runaway Juvenile filed by the State of  
  

Texas under the ICJ.  
(home state)    

                                                                                                         

     Venue is proper in this Court because the juvenile,  Sue Matthews: (check one) 1.  has 
 (name of juvenile)  
been found/located in        County/Parish with his/her      , 
 (relationship) 

      or  2.  has been picked up for his/her own protection and welfare and  
(name)   

is being held in secure detention in this county/parish pending receipt of this requisition from  
 

Texas.   
(home state)   

 
ICJ Petition for Hearing on Requisition for 
Runaway Juvenile (Optional Form) Page 1 of 2 AJCA Approved August 2003 
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II. 
 

SERVICE OF PROCESS 
 

     Defendant Sue Matthews, a minor, can be served with citation by advising juvenile  
 (name of juvenile)    
and guardian ad litem, if appointed, while juvenile is in juvenile detention. 

 
III. 

 
STATEMENT OF FACTS 

 

     Both New Mexico and  Texas have adopted the Interstate  
 (holding/asylum state)  (home state)  
Compact on Juveniles (“ICJ”).  See NMSA 32A-10-1; and  TFC 3-60. 
  (holding/asylum state’s statute)  (home state’s statute) 

Under Article IV of the ICJ, the “parent, guardian, person, or agency entitled to legal custody of a juvenile 

who has not been adjudged delinquent but who has run away without the consent of such parent, guardian, 

person, or agency may petition the appropriate court in the demanding state for the issuance of a requisition 

for his return…if the judge determines, either with or without a hearing, that the juvenile should be returned, 

he shall present to the appropriate court of the state where the juvenile is alleged to be located a written 

requisition for the return of such juvenile…Upon receipt of a requisition demanding the return of a juvenile 

who has run away, the court shall issue an order to any such peace officer or appropriate person directing 

him to take into custody and detain such juvenile…If the judge of such court shall find that the requisition is 

in order, he shall deliver such juvenile over to the officer whom the court demanding him shall have  

appointed to receive him.  The judge, however, may fix a reasonable time to be allowed for the purpose of 

testing the legality of the proceeding.” 

 

     In the instant case,  Sue Matthews, a juvenile, was not given permission by his/her 
                         (name of juvenile)  
custodial parent/legal guardian to leave home.  This Court may hold a hearing to determine the “legality 

of the proceeding” and to ensure that the request from  Texas, is “in order.”  In the 
 (home state)  
instant case, the legality of  Texas’ request for the return of the juvenile is not in question, 
 (home state’s)  
and therefore this Court should issue an Order for the return of the juvenile,  Sue Matthews. 
  (name of juvenile) 

 

 Respectfully submitted, 

  
 (Signature) 

  
 (Name) 

  
 (Title) 
 
ICJ Petition for Hearing on Requisition for 
Runaway Juvenile (Optional Form) Page 2 of 2 AJCA Approved August 2003 
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NO.  JD-04-015  

STATE OF New Mexico § COURT OF  7th District Court 
COUNTY OF Bernalillo §  
  §   
IN THE MATTER OF  §   
Sue Matthews  §   
D.O.B.  01-13-88  §   

 
 
  
        

ORDER SETTING HEARING 
 

     On this 8th day of March, 2004, came on to be considered the State of 
Texas’ Requisition For Runaway Juvenile under the Interstate Compact 

(home state’s)     
on Juveniles, and the Court is of the opinion that the same should be set for hearing. 
   
     IT IS HEREBY ORDERED that the State of  Texas’ Requisition For 
  (home state’s)   
Runaway Juvenile is set for hearing on the 11th day of March, 2004 at  10:30   A.M. 
     
     Signed this the 8th day of March, 2004. 
 
 
 
 /s/ Thomas Hall 
  (Judge’s Signature) 

 Honorable  Thomas Hall 
 JUDGE OF 7th District Court 
   (court)   
cc: ICJ Office 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Order Setting Hearing – Runaway Juvenile (Optional Form) AJCA Approved August 2003 
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